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In this lesson we complete Start Menu exploration. This lesson is important because it reviews many of the skills already learned in the first lesson.

Windows navigation (TAB and SHIFT-TAB) and that navigation is circular.  you can’t get lost in Windows, 

By the time this lesson is complete, students should have a solid understanding of searching and filtering the Start Menu. Computers are all about ease of access to information. By understanding Start Menu basics, students have a head start on accessing information they need.

In this lesson, you’ll find the JAWS tutor messages confusing. Freedom Scientific didn’t customize the tutor messages. For example, on the filter tabs, JAWS instructs students to use PAGE UP and PAGE DOWN. Obviously, these keys don’t work as you must press ENTER to activate a filter tab.

There is also a tutor message error on the Account button. JAWS instructs students to press UP and DOWN ARROW when it’s actually a droo-down list activated with SPACEBAR. Take some time to explain how these controls work so students aren’t confused by the tutor messages.

Show students how TAB and SHIFT-TAB works in the filter tabs and Windows tools beneath the search edit box. These controls are only available when a search term has been inserted.

Notice when pressing TAB and SHIFT-TAB focus moves to the first filter tab. When pressing RIGHT and LEFT ARROW in the controls, focus moves to each tab and stops on the first tab. TAB and SHIFT tab and RIGHT and LEFT ARROW are both valid navigation commands. Students need to understand how they differ in navigation styles.

Don’t forget the UP and DOWN ARROW. What happens when a student presses UP and DOWN ARROW when navigating the controls beneath the edit box. Notice focus moves to the search results and back to the filter tabs? It is nearly impossible to get lost in Windows. I say nearly because I know there’s one person out there… somewhere. 

Learning to use the Start Menu effectively gets students off to a solid start and sets the stage for a successful outcome.
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