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In this lesson, we show students how to configure JAWS for Windows basics and read text. These fundamentals encourage students to use their computer between training sessions.

When a student starts using a computer, they are intimidated and have a fear of “breaking” it. It’s daunting when you have no idea what you’re doing.

This lesson takes students into JAWS basics. We show students how to start and shut down JAWS, explain the JAWS Modifier Key, configure the JAWS Startup Wizard, show students how to adjust the speech rate, read the focused control, and more.

These are all basic skills that encourage students to personalize JAWS and explore their email, documents, and Internet by teaching Windows text navigation commands.

The Startup Wizard is a safe place students can explore and configure. It introduces students to a wide variety of Windows controls including checkboxes, buttons, radio buttons, combo boxes, and slider bars. These are used throughout Windows so, I encourage students to open the Startup Wizard and practice navigating the wizard and configuring JAWS.

We show students the Windows text navigation commands because these are fundamental to Windows and aren’t screen reader specific. When we explore WordPad, we’ll discuss the JAWS specific reading commands.

Say All is a powerful JAWS command that allows students to read an entire email, document, or web page. The Windows text navigation commands and Say All are a powerful combination that encourages students to safely explore text documents.

When exploring the Startup Wizard, you’ll notice some repetition. This repetition is designed to reinforce application control basics. By the last wizard screen, students should understand SPACEBAR activates buttons and checkboxes. With further review and practice, they’ll understand radio buttons and combo boxes. With these controls under their belt, accessing ribbons and dialogs become easier.

It’s important to place expectations on the student. After studying this lesson, students should be able to:
· Start and exit JAWS
· Adjust the JAWS speech rate
· Read the focused control
· Navigate the startup wizard
· Know how to activate buttons and checkboxes
· Navigate text documents and web pages with Windows text navigation commands
· Use Say All to read a document 
· Skim read during say all
· Adjust the speech rate during say all
· Read the system clock time and date

These are all fundamentals included in this lesson. Bonus points if they learn how to access radio buttons and combo boxes!

This first lesson sets the foundation for the remainder of the course. By placing expectations on our students, we set them up for success.
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